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man to listen to a scheme of this kind. When Walpole
at last prevailed upon the prince to send his father a
submissive message, it was graciously received; the
letter was followed by a visit to the king at St. James's,
and to show that he and the sovereign were once more on
terms, the prince was sent back to his house in Leicester
Fields with a complimentary escort of life guards.

Walpole's return to the administration was part of
the same political scheme, just as his fall twenty years
later was connected with the position of the heir ap-
parent of thai day. A man of his energy and passion.
for the work of government is apt to grow tired of
opposition, and public considerations pointed in the
same way as his own ruling impulse. The end of the
Whig schism involved a general closing up of ranks in
face of new alarms from the Pretender. The reunion of
the Whigs was at least as welcome to the men in office as
to the men in opposition. The hand that had just de-
stroyed the Peerage Bill was too heavy to be left with
safety outside the government. Yet though Walpole
and Townshend once more joined the administration,
' they were forced to content themselves with subordinate
posts. Townshend, who had filled what was then the
leading office of Secretary of State, became Lord Presi-
dent of the Council; and Walpole, who had been First
Lord of the Treasury and Chancellor of the Exchequer,
was made Paymaster of the Forces without a seat in the
Cabinet (1720). His opposition was at an end, but he took
no part in the" active work of government, and in the
summer withdrew to Norfolk to bide his time.

Before many months had passed the country was
overtaken by the memorable disasters of the South SeaTo-day the members of the Howt of Lords a*e
